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Introduction 
 
During April 2005, questionnaires were circulated to households in Brentor, one 
questionnaire per adult, based on the most recently available copy of the electoral 
register. 66% of questionnaires were returned and this document is the complete 
record of the 2005 Parish Questionnaire.  
 
The questionnaire was compiled by a steering group of volunteers with the support of 
the Parish Council. The questions addressed areas of known local interest and 
concerns as expressed during a specially convened open meeting, by reference to local 
groups and from local issues raised through various media. 
 
The questionnaire itself comprised eight sections, seven of which permitted tick box 
responses. The eighth question gave parishioners the opportunity to express whatever 
views and concerns they wished to air. These free format responses have been 
compiled in the final part of this document.  
 
In order to provide a full and comprehensive record this document is in three parts. 
 
  Description              Page 
 
Part  1  -   The Parish Questionnaire………………………………………  3 
Part  2  -   The results of the Parish Questionnaire………………………..   7     
Part  3  -   All free format responses…………….………………………..   11 
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Part 1.  The Parish Questionnaire  
BRENTOR   PARISH   QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
Following the 2004 Annual Parish Meeting, a steering group was formed to launch a 
Parish Questionnaire with the objective of identifying and communicating the views 
of the people of Brentor on a range of issues of local concern. Although this 
questionnaire has the support of the Parish Council, and various village groups have 
been consulted, the steering committee responsible for the questionnaire is 
independent of any organisation or special interest group. 
Please take a few minutes to complete the questionnaire, since not only will it provide 
independent and objective information on the concerns and issues in the Parish, but 
also it will act as an important vehicle in obtaining funding and grants.  
 
This questionnaire should be completed by each person aged 18 years or over who 
resides in the Parish of Brentor. Your answers will be treated in the strictest 
confidence. The electoral register has been used as the basis for distribution, but 
further copies are available from Paul Webster on 810004 or Robin Burdfield on 
810412. The results of the questionnaire will be fully reported in the Brentor News. 
  
Area collectors will call at your address to pick up completed questionnaires 
during the evenings of April 12, 13 and 14. 
Alternatively, completed questionnaires can be sent to  Robin Burdfield at West 
Blackdown Cottage, North Brentor, PL19 0NB by April 14th.  
 
Note:  The term Brentor refers to all areas within the Parish of Brentor. On questions 
where permitted answers are YES or NO, leave blank for ‘don’t know’. 
 
          Please write your Post Code     ……………………..    
  
Section 1 -  Roads and Transport 
Public transport in Brentor is restricted to a single bus service.  
Tick [� ] the box(es) that may make you increase your usage of this service.  

 
Later running     More frequent      Lower cost        More reliable     Nothing 
     service          service        service 
   

 
Please Tick [� ] boxes below as appropriate. 
Do you favour additional speed restrictions on the Brentor section of the Lydford to 
Tavistock road – the road on which the Brentor Inn is situated? 
  
             Yes    No 
 
Do you favour the introduction of traffic calming in and around other areas of Brentor  
 
 Yes      No 
 
Do you favour action to address car parking problem areas in and around Brentor?  
 
 Yes     No 
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Section 2 - Housing 
Planning and development in Brentor comes under two different authorities 
depending whether you live in the national park or outside the national park. Your 
answers in this section will be assigned to the authority with jurisdiction where you 
live. 
Do you favour, in principle, new-build housing development in Brentor?  
Please Tick [� ] 
 
      Yes   No 
 
If you ticked the No box go to section 3 
 
Type of new housing development. Please note the categories below are broadly those 
recognised by the local planning authorities. You may tick more than one box 
Note:   New Social Housing is usually via a Housing Association and is mainly for rent. 

Mixed Private and Subsidised Housing relates to private developments where 
typically 50% of the houses would be offered for sale at a substantial discount to local 
people 

 
Social Housing       Mixed Private and        Private Housing 
                           Subsidised Housing    
 
 
 
Section  3  -  Commercial  and Other Development 
Do you favour any commercial development in Brentor? Please Tick [� ] 
 
 

Yes      No 
 
If you ticked the No box go to section 4 
 
 Under which general headings would you favour development? You may tick as 
many boxes as you wish. 
 
   Tourism    Shop/Pub           Wind Farm         Small Industrial     Agriculture 
    
 
 
 
Section 4.   Holiday Homes and Second Homes 
Do you consider that the level of non-permanent residence in Brentor is too high?  
 

Yes      No  
   
Would you like the Parish Council to pursue measures aimed at discouraging non-
permanent residence in Brentor?  
 
 
 Yes       No 
 



 Page  5   of   24 

 
Section 5.   Leisure and Recreation 
Please consider your responses carefully since your answers may help in obtaining 
grants to action your preferences 
 
Do you view the continuation of the Brentor News as a priority for the Parish?  
 

Yes   No 
 
Under which heading(s) would you like the to see better facilities in the Village Hall? 
You may tick as many boxes below as you wish.  
 
 Size  stage   lighting     Equipment     Storage 
 
Do you have any physical access problems to the Village Hall or Playing Fields? 
 
 Yes  Please Specify   ……………………………..         No 
       …………………….………..  
 
Would you like the Eastcott Memorial Field  (Pocket Park, The Village Pond and the 
field in the middle of Brentor Village) to be made more widely available as a village 
amenity? 
 
 Yes   No   
 
 
 
Section 6  -  Lighting and Phone Masts   
Brentor has no street lighting. Do you favour the policy of no street lighting?  
 
 
  Yes    No   
 
 
Would you like the council to discourage the use of private overnight external lighting 
and security lighting activated by normal movement on public roads and pavements?  
 
  Yes   No 
 
 
Do you favour the installation of a cellular phone mast (mobile phone mast) in the 
Parish? 
 
 
 Yes   No 
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Section 7 – The Parish precept 
Please read both parts of the question in this section before writing your answers. 
 
The Parish precept is that amount of your Council Tax that goes directly to the Parish 
Council. For a Band D property the amount is currently about £12 per annum. 
 
Would you accept an increase in the Parish Precept for a specific purpose(s) as per the 
last question in this section? Tick [� ] one box only.  
 
No  Yes by £5 pa  Yes by £10 pa   Yes by £20 pa 
 
If you ticked the No box go to Section 8. 
 
Which Community amenity or activity would you be prepared to support via an 
increased Parish Precept? You may Tick [� ] more than one box. 
 
Parish Hall  Playing Field        Brentor News         Other (please specify)   
 
           ……….…………….. 
 
Section 8 -  Other 
The previous sections are aimed at matters known to be of recent interest and over 
which the Parish Council and other local groups have some influence or jurisdiction. 
This section is available for you to elaborate, or state any other area(s) of concern 
over life in Brentor. If the space below is insufficient, please write on the back of the 
paper.  
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PART 2.    RESULTS OF THE PARISH QUESTIONNAIRE 
  (As published in the Brentor News May 2005) 
 

     BRENTOR    PARISH     QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
The number of people completing the questionnaire exceeded even the most optimistic 
forecasts.  A remarkable 66% response to the Parish Questionnaire renders the results a true 
keystone of local feeling. Out of 340 questionnaires distributed, 223 were returned. This is 
extremely impressive and a tribute to all who took part. 
 
The context of the questionnaire and terms of reference of the steering group need to be more 
fully explained. The Annual Parish Meeting held in 2004, was devoted to a discussion on a 
Parish Plan. Practical obstacles were identified, but at the end of the meeting there was a vote 
to further progress the matter. Subsequently, the Parish Council invited people to volunteer 
their services, and those who volunteered were asked to form a steering group, with the remit 
to run a questionnaire. That steering group was formed in September 2004 and with the 
publication of the results in the Brentor News and elsewhere, its task is complete.  
 
The results of the questionnaire have been examined and verified by Mrs. James, 
headmistress of Mary Tavy and Brentor School, and are given below.  
       
The questions and possible answers are listed in the order they appeared in the questionnaire. 
Against each possible tick box answer is the number of people who voted for that answer. 
Next to that number is a percentage, which in all cases is calculated against the total number 
of returned questionnaires (223). 
 
Section 1  Roads and Transport 
 
What would make you increase your use of the bus service? 
 
  Later Running   48   (21%) 
  Increased frequency  57    (26%) 
  Lower Cost   26    (12%) 
  Increased reliability  25    (11%) 
  Nothing   108   (48%) 
 
Do you favour additional speed restrictions on the Brentor section of the Lydford-
Tavistock road? 
 
  Yes    113   (51%) 
  No    108   (48%) 
  Don’t Know   2       (1%) 
 
Do you favour the introduction of traffic calming in and around other areas of Brentor? 
   

Yes    60     (27%) 
  No    156   (70%) 
  Don’t Know   7       (3%) 
 
Do you favour action to address car parking problem areas in and around Brentor? 
 
  Yes    77     (35%) 
  No    132   (59%) 
  Don’t Know   15      (7%) 
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Section 2  -  Housing 
 
Do you favour, in principle, new build housing development in Brentor? 
 
  Yes    76     (34%) 
  No    139   (62%) 
  Don’t Know   8       (4%) 
 
   Types of housing favoured by the ‘Yes’ vote: 
      Social Housing   43   (19%) 
    Mixed private and subsidised 58   (26%) 
    Private    13   (6%) 
 
Section 3  -  Commercial and Other Development 
 
Do you favour any commercial development in Brentor? 
  
  Yes    110  (49%) 
  No    105  (47%) 
  Don’t Know   8       (4%) 
 
   Types of Commercial development favoured by the ‘Yes’ vote 
 
    Tourism   41    (18%) 
    Shop/Pub   112  (50%) see note at end 
    Wind Farm   24    (11%) 
    Small Industrial   30    (14%) 
    Agriculture   48    (22%) 
 
Section 4  -  Holiday Homes and Second Homes 
 
Do you consider the level of non-permanent residence in Brentor too high? 
 
  Yes    120  (54%) 
  No    71    (32%) 
  Don’t Know   32    (14%) 
 
Would you like the Parish Council to pursue measures aimed at discouraging non-
permanent residence in Brentor? 
 
  Yes    142  (64%) 
  No    63    (28%) 
  Don’t Know   18    (8%) 
 
Section 5  -  Leisure and Recreation 
 
Do you view the continuation of the Brentor News a priority for the village? 
 
  Yes    200  (90%) 
  No    18    (8%) 
  Don’t Know   5      (2%) 
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Section 5 – Continued 
 
Under which headings would you like to see improvements at the Village Hall? 
 
  Size   63   (28%) 
  Stage   65   (29%) 
  Lighting  77   (35%) 
  Equipment  78   (35%) 
  Storage   60   (27%) 
 
Do you have any physical access problems to the Village Hall or Playing Field? 
 
  Yes    4       (2%) 
  No    211   (95%) 
  Don’t Know   8       (4%) 
 
Would you like the Eastcott Memorial Park to be more widely available as a village 
amenity? 
 
  Yes    128  (57%) 
  No    70    (31%) 
  Don’t Know   25    (11%) 
 
Section 6  -  Lighting and Phone Masts 
 
Do you favour the policy of no street lighting? 
 
  Yes    187  (84%) 
  No    31    (14%) 
  Don’t Know   5      (2%) 
 
Would you like the Council to discourage private overnight external lighting and 
security lighting activated by normal activity on public roads and pavements? 
 
  Yes    98     (44%) 
  No    112   (50%) 
  Don’t Know   14     (6%) 
 
Do you favour the installation of a mobile phone mast in the Parish? 
 
  Yes    40    (18%) 
  No    172   (77%) 
  Don’t Know   11     (5%) 
 
Section 7 – The Parish Precept 
 
Would you accept an increase in the Parish Precept for a specific purpose as per the last 
question in this section? 
 
  No    68   (30%) 
  Yes by £5   62   (28%) 
  Yes by £10   50   (22%)  
  Yes by £20   31   (14%)  
  Don’t Know   12   (5%) 
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Section 7  -  Continued 
 
Amenity(ies) to be supported via an increased Parish Precept? 
 
  Parish Hall   113   (51%) 
  Playing Field   91     (41%) 
  Brentor News   111   (50%) 
  Other    25     (11%) 
 
Section 8  - Free Format Responses 
 
Section 8 of the questionnaire attracted many varied and worthwhile comments, most of 
which related to issues already raised, e.g. street lighting, phone masts, second/holiday homes, 
Eastcott Memorial field traffic, and most of all housing, development and the pub. The 
steering group will advise the Parish Council that an offer has been received to separately 
compile all comments in full for public display. Certain other concerns were raised, which can 
be grouped into the following categories 
 
Roads and Verges  Road surfaces and verges need attention 
    Grass Cuttings tipped on verges 
    Fly tipping in South Brentor 
    Verges in village fouled by dogs and damaged by vehicles 
    Litter along the Lydford to Tavistock road 
 
Information   Desire for village website 
    Public information point or map in village centre to 
    Include house names 
    Literature in village hall entrance 
 
Footpaths and Open Spaces Better signposting of footpaths 
    Swaling  of Gibbet Hill and grazing to be better managed 

Engage commoners, Defra, and South West Water over the 
management of the moor 
Use the railway track as a cycle route to Tavistock 
Improvement of muddy paths 
 

Playing Fields   Provide seats, disabled access and toilets for playing field 
    Playing field too isolated for children alone 
    Provide swings and picnic tables and improve equipment 
    Entrance is slippery and requires improvement 
 
 
 
Notes to the questionnaire: 
The results have been tabulated from the questionnaires as received. The only apparent 
anomaly of note is that some people said ‘No’ to commercial development but ‘Yes’ to a shop 
or pub. 
The Parish of Brentor includes around 20 homes in Liddaton and parts of  Coryton and around 
28 homes in the Lydford Station area.  
For a number of reasons it was not possible to further breakdown question 2 (Housing) by 
planning authority, with sufficient confidence to satisfy the external verifier.    
As percentages were to the nearest whole number, and some questions allowed for more than 
one answer, the total will not necessarily be 100% 
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Part 3.   Free Format responses. 
 
Question eight of the questionnaire was a free format question which invited parishioners to 
write about whatever concerns they had. All these responses are detailed in this section under 
four headings. These are:- 
 

3.1   The Character and Development of Brentor 
3.2   The Pub 
3.3   Cars, Traffic and Parking 
3.4   Other 
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3.1 The Character and Development of Brentor 
 
 
Brentor is still the most unique and unspoilt village on Dartmoor. Please let us keep it that 
way! Change isn’t everything. 
 

 
Keep Brentor as it is. 
 

 
Please Parish Council, don’t ruin this lovely village. Change is not always progress, in this 
busy, stressful era we live in. I love my village as it is. 
 

 
It is important to maintain/promote the rural  culture of Brentor, and not create a tourist 
playground 
 

 
Electricity and telephone wires should be buried underground. They are unsightly and a blight 
on a National Park village. 
 

 
We must remember that although these questions are about current concerns they are in fact 
nothing new as such ‘concerns’ have been raised before. We as a Parish must not lose sight of 
the reasons why Brentor is so loved, by the people who live here. I for one enjoy the peaceful, 
slow moving pace and for a small village I feel we cater and achieve much. These questions 
hint at the fact that maybe people feel that we need to embrace the more modern aspects of 
other villages and towns – why?? We run the risk of losing Brentor’s charms and becoming 
just another village.  
 

 
Apart from the proliferation of holiday lets we are also seeing tracts of land in and around 
Brentor being bought up by non villagers. They then have no concerns for the villagers, 
village life and the village itself 
 

 
Suitable affordable (well planned) housing behind the bus shelter – say 6 cottage in style for 
renting. 
 

 
Why not leave the village as it is? 
 

 
Housing  - affordable rented housing needed for locals – not run by a housing association – 
run by the village for the village and surrounding area. 
 

 
Very strongly oppose any new commercial or housing development in the National Park 
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3.1  The Character and Development of Brentor (cont) 
 
Most of the rest of England has become a concrete mess – due to developers and misguided 
do-gooders. We must preserve Brentor as it is and protect it from all who would embark on 
social engineering and/or commercial gain.. 
 

 
Affordable Housing and New Developments 
 
A very emotive subject. I believe that any new development should not eat into existing 
agricultural land. I do not object to brownfield site development i.e. refurbishment of old 
barns/chapels etc., for domestic dwellings. 
I do not believe that people on low incomes would benefit from low cost housing in Brentor. 
There are no amenities, no school, shop or adequate public transport. Virtually everybody has 
at least one car if not two. 
 

 
Large areas of rural England have been affected by urban intrusions, for example standard 
kerbs and pavements. We came to Brentor because it is not spoilt in this way – for example it 
is really dark here at night. I do hope that this continues and that urbanisation is strongly 
resisted. I would like to propose that both car sharing and car pooling (as introduced in 
Ashburton) be investigated to reduce the number of cars rather than accommodate more. 
 

 
Please do not spoil our lovely village. 
 

 
I would favour new housing development if our planning authority could be trusted but 
considering some of their decisions I don’t think they can (e.g. eyesore on Burn Lane!). 
A little row of granite/slate cottages behind the bus shelter would be v. nice but we’d end up 
with a housing estate.  
 

 
I would like to see Eastcott field used as a Village Green. 
 

 
A new build housing development is much needed in Brentor to accommodate the younger 
element of the parish. I believe this development should be of both mixed private and 
subsidised housing. Brentor could become a ghost village of young people are not encouraged 
to stay here. 
 

 
Houses for local young people who are being ignored by the people of Brentor 
 

 
Street lighting should also never be placed in Brentor as this would destroy the character of 
the village. 
 

 
Brentor is one of the ‘best villages of Dartmoor’ and should remain as such 
 

 
In favour of development of the Brentor Inn. Not in favour of any other development. 
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3.1  The Character and Development of Brentor (cont) 
 
In my view Brentor reflects what has become the norm for rural communities – in that locals 
and incomers live alongside each other in a generally harmonious manner. Over the last 
couple of decades the increase in people moving around the country, looking for work or a 
change in home environment, has resulted in an affordability issue that appears detrimental to 
locals. I am not convinced that provision of schemes such as low cost housing, to address this 
alleged imbalance, is either required or viable. Rural communities cannot survive as little 
satellite enclaves that turn the clock back 50 years and ignore social and financial pressures 
that are shaping the rest of the country.  
  While wholly commendable that many believe we should be giving to the ‘less fortunate’ 
additional assistance with such things as housing, this will not change the fact that we live in a 
low pay area, pay high service costs and that market forces will always dictate. Brentor is a 
thriving community that readily accepts all aspects of society and reflects, for good or bad, 
the changing world we live in. As a village I think it is important to continue the fostering of 
good neighbourly relationships than pandering to a minority.  
 

 
Housing.    I am not in favour of ‘commercial’ new build housing. I am in favour of limited 
infill subsidised so as to be affordable by young local people – with the proviso that all 
building is compatible in materials and style with the surrounding areas.  
 
Holiday and second homes.  Existing holiday homes should not be penalised. Existing second 
homes and new holiday developments should be subject to a substantial additional 
tax/payment- especially second homes occupied for less than 6 months of the year. 
 

 
My main concern for the future of Brentor is the threat of ‘urbanisation’ of the village. 
Brentor is lucky to have avoided being developed over the years and as such has retained its 
unspoilt character. I don’t believe there is any real local need for housing although I feel there 
is increasing pressure for some to be incorporated within the parish boundaries. 
 

  
I feel new housing is a good idea with the caveat that the houses are sympathetically placed 
and accord with the style of the area. I also do not want to see a lot of detached houses 
jammed into a small area. 
 

 
There is a need for affordable housing so young people from the area stay in the area when 
they leave home! Problem is this is usually linked with higher cost housing – outside the price 
range of local people – encouraging ‘in-comers’ who want to change the village (i.e. street 
lighting). I am an in-comer – having lived in the area for only 10 years and SW for about 30 
years. 
 

 
Don’t change Brentor for changes sake. 
 

 
There is a need for ‘affordable’ housing for the children/family of recognised long standing 
residents. So that the ‘village’ can regenerate – but the methods which currently exist will not 
fulfil this need. 
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3.1  The Character and Development of Brentor (cont) 
 
Street lighting is totally inappropriate in a village this size. 
 

 
Having lived in the village for nearly 23 years it saddens me to see the creeping 
suburbanisation of the place. Part of the joy of living here is to experience beautiful starry 
nights. A typical light (street or domestic) impinges on this. I think it is important to be able to 
experience darkness and if necessary use a torch! 
I am also amazed that people will purchase a home without parking space and then complain 
when there is no room to park their 2 cars. We are lucky to have a regular bus service and it 
would be nice to see more people making use of it. 
 I like the Village Hall building and would prefer to see improvements  to it continue rather 
than it being demolished and rebuilt. We have seen many brilliant performances and the 
atmosphere in the hall is irreplaceable.   
I think we do need social housing – many of the smaller properties have been sold as second 
or retirement homes. I do have concerns about the style of house – development of a suburban 
cul-de-sac would be so out of keeping.  
To conclude I feel that the village is a beautiful place, people come and go and we have been 
lucky not to get the kind of changes that can be seen in other villages i.e. Mary Tavy. 
 

 
.We must be careful not to meddle too much with this wonderful unspoilt village. 
 

 
With the number of second homes in Brentor being so high and no new houses built in the 
village for over 30 years the population has dwindled and the village shop, post office, pub 
and butchers are closed. In order to make these businesses viable the village needs to grow. It 
would be nice to have these amenities in the village again. 
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3.2  The Pub 
 
Lack of a Pub 
 

 
What has happened to our village pub? What’s the betting it will go for change of usage 
shortly! 
 

 
Concerned that the Brentor Inn has been effectively been a private dwelling for over two 
years. Will we ever get a decent village pub? 
 

 
No Pub 
 

 
I have lost any confidence I may have had in local government because of the actions of the 
planning dept. Regardless of what the ex landlord may have said, the Mucky Duck was once a 
well used and popular pub and still in April 2005 I get asked by potential customers what 
happened to it? There were dozens of letters of objection yet the N.P.A. and Planning 
permitted its closure.  
   The developers submitted plans for conversion to 7 dwellings. This was rejected on the 
grounds of over-intensification and six were permitted. About a year later the same planning 
dept. permitted one of these to be split into two. Now my maths tells me that makes seven so 
who is playing the fool. Of those seven, only one has permanent residents. Two have yet to 
sell. One is back on the market having never been occupied. The other three appear to be used 
as holiday/second houses and are lifeless! I am not alone in suspecting shady dealings! 
  The Brentor Inn has had a chequered history and while the last owner struggled to keep it 
going, and had her request to turn it into a private dwelling rejected. The current owners have 
failed to re-open it after twice saying it would open by Easter (2004&5). I suspect it may 
never open again as no one can afford to sit on a business for so long. 
  The accounts, like those revealed by the owner of the Mucky Duck will certainly show 
sufficiently low turnover (zero) for it to be deemed unprofitable so therefore justify turning it 
into a private dwelling. 
  The Mucky Duck was once (and still is for those that do not know of its fate) a destination 
for those of the 80,000 to 90,000 annual visitors to Lydford Gorge who wanted more than a 
tea and cake after their walk. It was regular meeting place for groups of riders from two local 
stables. Unlike the Brentor Inn, that has no immediate access to the moor, the Mucky Duck 
was within 200 metres of access to Dartmoor. It was sited on the Coast to Coast Cycle Route 
and the West Devon Way! 
 With literally hundreds and thousands of visitors drawn to within feet of its front doors you’d 
have been an idiot not to make a success of it – unless you always had a hidden agenda. The 
owner was a builder and at least 2 people in the village have heard from the same family 
member, that the selling of the Mucky Duck for development was planned years ago! Why 
else would you buy a pub next to Dartmoor and turn away walkers with muddy feet – what do 
you expect on Dartmoor? 
 

 
When is the Brentor Inn going to re-open? The previous owner was refused change of use to a 
house. 
 

 
Brentor Inn – what is happening – the village needs a pub. 
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3.2  The Pub  (cont) 
 
I am very concerned about the continuing closure of the Brentor Inn. It is the last village 
amenity and I am worried it may close permanently leaving no place for villagers to meet 
casually and socially. 
 

 
I don’t know if influence can be applied, but I am concerned that the Brentor Inn is not going 
to open as a pub. I think a pub would be beneficial to the parish as a place for people to meet, 
and socialise. It will add value to organisations like the cricket club. 
 

 
The pub should be made to re-open!! That social centre is missing and much needed. 
 

 
Action to pursue the re-opening of the Brentor Inn. This would add greatly to the quality of 
life in the village and would add another focus to supplement the Village Hall. I suspect that 
the current owners are not interested in re-opening, and feel the Parish Council should pursue 
this. 
 

 
I would like to see the pub (Brentor Inn) open again 
 

 
I would like the pub re-opened. 
 

 
I would like to see the Brentor Inn re-opened quickly 
 

 
A country pub 
 

 
Pub 
 

 
Brentor Inn pub not open. Still awaiting dates with great anticipation. 
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3.3   Cars, Traffic and Parking 
 
Traffic claming is a priority, especially within the village – some cars, tractors and indeed 
buses hurtle through the village – where a lot of young children live. 
 

 
The state of the road and verges from the war memorial to the playing field and from there to 
the main road. 
 

 
Traffic calming. As it is mainly residents who use the roads in the village, perhaps they 
should be asked to drive in a more responsible fashion. The parked cars on bends and narrow 
sections of roads already provide traffic calming. 
 

 
Alternative off road parking in centre of village – similar to church on hill car park (Eastcott 
memorial field). 
 

 
Use of public highway as compost heaps – see lane around S. Brentor 
 

 
Fly tipping of garden waste (grass clippings) on the side of the road. Come and see the public 
garbage tip in the lane around S. Brentor! 
 

 
Traffic coming from Mary Tavy and going to Lydford is now directed along the road past the 
playing field. This road is unsuitable for such traffic. The traffic used to be directed up the hill 
past the Methodist chapel which is much more appropriate. 
 

 
The junction with the main road at ‘Tuckers Farm’ is becoming increasingly difficult to exit. 
Perhaps the main road should be double white lined in this area. 
 

 
Parking next to the chapel on the bus route out of Brentor is an accident waiting to happen. 
 

 
Traffic calming very important throughout the village. Dog mess all along the grass verges 
leading up to the playing field. Could some sort of regulation be put in place – regularly have 
to climb onto verges to escape fast cars – can be V, unpleasant, particularly with small 
children. 
 

 
Cars parked on the (bus route) road outside the “front entrance” area of the Methodist church 
building – very dangerous for two-way traffic.  
The hedge opposite the Methodist chapel all the way down to the bus shelter ideally should be 
reduced to 6 feet maximum in height from ground level. I feel this could lessen the possibility 
of an impending ‘head-on’ vehicle collision (especially as it is a bus route). With the parked 
cars and the height of the hedge opposite the parked cars, I would suggest this is a blind 
corner. 
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3.3   Cars, Traffic and Parking  (cont) 
 
 
Road surfaces are breaking up and ruts at the edge of the road are becoming bigger. Can any 
action be taken please? Water runs in the centre of the village are also being damaged by cars 
parking too close. 
 

 
Speed Restriction  Traffic moves too fast through  the centre of village, especially up from 
Mary Tavy past Village Hall / Church towards the memorial. Difficult to see traffic 
approaching and also hard to hear it as it comes into village past Old Bakery. The bus is one 
of the worst culprits! 
I think some sort of traffic calming in the vicinity of the Village Hall would be helpful to slow 
traffic coming in from Mary Tavy. 
 

 
Stop parking on bend near to Methodist Church. I.e. enforce law on obstruction. 
 

 
Traffic through the village is very fast. Cars and lorries drive at well over 30 mph and are a 
danger to children and animals. It would be good to have traffic claming measures as long as 
they were not too unsightly. 
 

 
Car parking on the corner below the chapel should be stopped 
 

 
We must push hard to introduce some way of drastically reducing the speed of traffic along 
the Brentor section of the Tavistock to Lydford road from a point south of the Brentor Tor 
Church car park to a point north of the Liddaton turnoff. This matter needs to be addressed as 
a priority for the Parish as with the increased density of traffic along this road it is becoming 
increasingly dangerous particularly at the following points:- 

a) The pedestrian crossing point from the car park and the path to access Brentor Tor 
Church 

b) At the ‘T’ junction to the turn off to North Brentor 
c) At the ‘T’ junction to the turnoff to Liddaton. 

 
Crossing or turning into the road at any of these points requires one to exercise extreme 
caution especially with the restricted visibility, and with vehicles approaching and passing at 
speeds in excess of 60 mph at times. With in excess of 20,000 people crossing this road each 
year to visit Brentor Tor Church and with people living along this stretch (including the 
Brentor Inn Car park across the road) we must surely have a very strong case for action. I 
would suggest it be taken down to 30mph max. We have had 20 years experience of living 
just off this stretch of road and as each year passes it is becoming increasingly dangerous with 
a serious fatal accident waiting to happen unless something is done about it now! 
 

 
Traffic Calming.  I would like a speed restriction n the village and around (including Burn 
Lane) but not if that means we would have street lighting. If we could have speed restrictions 
without street lighting I would favour traffic calming – but not humps in the road. 
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3.4  Other 
 
I realise that Brentor did not provide enough trade for a village shop in the past. I feel strongly 
a shop provides a focal point. I would welcome the idea of possibly a community shop selling 
local produce and essential groceries. 
 

 
Too many holiday lets which leads to people driving and behaving abnormally (i.e. Loud) 
 

 
Non villagers are buying land parcels and then speeding to it. 
 

 
Ownership of Holiday Homes and Second Homes 
.  
There should be an additional premium paid e.g. Parish Precept to cover costs as specified in 
section 7 
 

 
Residents should be notified (Brentor News) when scout camps take place in the village – 
increased traffic, noise etc. 
 

 
Residents who do not live in the village permanently (e.g. second home owners) are not 
representative of the community and therefore should not be eligible to take up positions on 
local committees, parish council etc. 
 

 
Too many new parishioners trying to change the village to their own personal preferences 
 

 
We moved to the Brentor area because it is small. However, as we do not reside in N. Brentor 
I cannot claim to take issue with many of your points listed above. I can see parking would be 
a benefit to residents in the village centre. I do feel that the equipment in the playing field is 
not all ideal. The slide sticks and the see saw is quite dangerous for the under 10’s. My 
children are 6 and 7 and would benefit from more play equipment, though we use what’s 
there frequently. The bike rack is pretty dodgy too – lots of very sharp metal spikes.  
 

 
 
Actively engage with DEFRA and South West Water over the management of the moor. 
 

 
The moor (Gibbet Hill) is an important resource for Brentor but it is very badly managed. The 
2004 burning was particularly poorly carried out and has disfigured the landscape for a long 
time to come. The commoners need to be engaged with to see how it can be better managed 
as an amenity and better grazed to improve its habitat. Footpath signage often peters out 
around the village and needs improvement. The drainage of boggy and muddy footpaths 
needs to be improved. 
 

 
Ramps for access to the Village Hall. 
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3.4 Other (cont) 
 
We need a new Village Hall 
 

 
I would like to see better use made of the assets already in the village. E.g. 
Holiday homes/second homes made available for affordable housing. 
Barn conversions for affordable housing, nothing else. 
Re-opening of the pub 
Use of old railway line as cycle route to Tavistock 
Off road link from village to Brentor Church. 
 

 
Would signage help to increase use of pond and the area where the picnic table is? The table 
area needs to be grass cut more regularly as it looks like a private area. Can we set up a pond 
maintenance team? 
 

 
Second Homes. Far too many second homes, in some cases third homes, in Brentor. But how 
can that be rectified? It does seem perverse to be asked to consider new developments when a 
substantial proportion of properties in the village seem to be occupied on a very part-time 
basis! 
 

 
Hall and Playing field should be self-funding. 
 

 
Please remember many of Brentor parishioners live in small hamlets away from the village 
area, such as Liddaton, Lydford Station and North Brentor. 
 

 
It would be great to have a pub/social meeting place. Also an information point / literature 
stand for public access - maybe in the Village Hall entry way  or ???? 
 

 
If an increase of the Parish Precept was for the purpose improving local transport. 
Playground, Village Hall etc., we would accept an increase of £10 p.a. We would enjoy more 
facilities in Brentor, shops, farm shop etc, of traditional keeping. 
We would also benefit if the village hall or a larger venue in the parish could be utilised for 
more community events and events for children such as football club, trampolining, athletics 
etc. 
 

 
The Eastcott memorial field belongs to the Church. It is also adjacent to many properties. It 
was left in trust fro the benefit of the village. Any enhancement is likely to adversely affect 
the surrounding properties and the village as a whole. This matter is raised over and over 
again and it would appear that there are those who are unsatisfied with a decision until they 
get a decision they want. 
 

 
Presumably people come to live in Brentor as it is. If they are dissatisfied they can move. 
Why try to change what we are fortunate to enjoy. 
 

 
 



 Page  22   of   24 

3.4 Other (cont) 
 
There is considerable quantity of litter / rubbish along the verge of the main road towards 
Tavistock and towards Lydford. This is a fairly recent phenomenon and perhaps it could be 
cleared and kept clear. 
 

 
It may be useful to have a village website such as exists in Lydford. 
 

 
A map in the village centre with house names on it would be useful. I’m forever failing to 
answer questions by delivery van drivers. 
 

 
I feel that any increase in the Parish precept to be unfair as the hall, sports field etc., should be 
self funding and not relying on all of the parish as like me not all residents use the facilities. 
 

 
I have concerns over the holiday cottages situated near my house. During one 
spring/summer/autumn these two cottages obviously have a constant changeover of tenant – 
all on holiday for one week only – many having little respect for local residents or Brentor. 
i.e. the owners at [address removed] leave their dustbins outside their back gate every 
Saturday. The bins are left there as an eyesore, often smelly, until the bin men come Tuesday, 
and unless I put the empty bin back in their garden, it then is left and rolls down the road. 
Holiday makers often put a bin sack out Monday night, which by Tuesday morning is ripped 
apart. As they cannot see it – their view is hidden by a garden wall – I then have to clear up 
the litter from around my front door. People also allow their dogs to use one area outside my 
front window as a toilet, and not clean up. Heathermead opposite has a very loud extractor fan 
on the kitchen window which sounds like a tractor and often holiday makers leave it running 
for a long time, which keeps me awake at night, or wakes me up in the morning. I have also 
had  
reports of holiday makers at 1, Chapel View parking on my hardstand while I have been 
away, though so far I have not caught them. Perhaps a code of conduct e.g. no bins/bags out 
before 7:30 am on morning of collection – dog fouling to be bagged and binned etc., could be 
brought in. 
 

 
I would like to see the long hedge behind the bus shelter trimmed to normal hedge height, 
e.g. 5-6 feet. It is currently far too high, oppressive and ugly. 
 

 
Neighbourhood Watch seems to have died in the last two years 
 

 
Street lighting has already been rejected. Why is it raised again? 
 

 
Can something be done about the tall trees in the hedge opposite the Methodist Chapel. When 
I first came here 1985, could see sunsets in the summer, now by 7 o clock in the evening – 
nothing. 
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3.4 Other (cont)   
 
More consideration and understanding needs to be given to those of us forced to work away 
from home during the week – due to lack of jobs locally. Rather than continually referring to 
such parishioners as weekenders, second home-owners etc. – this is very offensive and  
discriminating and divides the community. We should seek to be inclusive of all residents and 
not treat some as second class.  
 

 
Thank you very much for undertaking this survey in Brentor 
 

 
Need to consider planning for a new Village Hall ASAP. 
 

 
Improving the heating in the Village Hall would be good as it gets very cold in the winter. 
 

 
It would depend where the mobile phone mast was placed. 
 

 
Second homes should not be classified as the same as holiday holes. As holiday homes area 
business bringing money to the local area as the DTA – a government run company will back 
up this fact. Where as second homes take up homes which could be used for full time 
residents! 
People move to the countryside to get rid/away from such things as light pollution. It seems a 
shame to introduce it unnecessarily. 
 

 
Solar panels rather than wind farm 
 

 
Although we live on the outskirts of the village, when we walk around the block we are 
concerned that the centre of the village is “dead” – devoid of people. In my opinion there is a 
need for control of the housing planning/use as the introduction of the play area in the centre 
along with any other means of re-generating the village atmosphere 
 

 
The status of this questionnaire and the ways in which it will be analysed are unclear. 
  1.  Who are the members of the steering committee and how were they appointed? 
  2.  Who will be responsible for analysing and presenting the results? 
  3.  I see the results and the analysis will be published in the Brentor News – will there be a 
public meeting to discuss the significance and consequences of the survey? 
 
A few comments on the questions: 
 
 1. The splitting of general endorsement and specific agreement in the sections on Housing 
and Development is not a good way of seeking opinion. E.g. a significant general 
endorsement could be misconstrued without the specific aims being directly linked. 
 
2.  The question concerning the Eastcott Memorial  field is vague. Is it meant to imply a more 
specific communal use for the area?  If so more information is required. 
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3.4 Other (cont) 
 
As we regularly use the Pocket Park as a halfway picnic point on the way round the block – it 
would be conserved and protected. 
Play Area  
We love the play area but would like to see some swings and maybe a couple of picnic tables. 
I an concerned that in its present location it is not very safe for older children to go to alone. It 
is very isolated. I would prefer a play area with facilities for all ages of children in the centre 
of the village (Eastcott memorial field) where it is overlooked and people pass by regularly. 
 

 
As an alternative to wind farms it would be better for us to choose solar (heating) panels for 
which insufficient grants are available. 
 

 
Better signposting of paths and rights of way in the countryside around Brentor 
 

 
A mobile phone mast would be a plus as the signal in the village is virtually non-existent. 
 

 


