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Conservation Areas were introduced through the Civic 
Amenities Act 1967.  Section 69 (1) (a) of the Act gives the definition 
of a Conservation Area as: 

‘an area of special architectural or historic interest, the character
and appearance of which, it is desirable to preserve or enhance’

There are now over 9,000 Conservation Areas nation-wide.  Local Planning
Authorities are required to designate Conservation Areas, keep them
under review, and if appropriate, designate further areas (Section 69 (2)).
There are currently 21 Conservation Areas within Dartmoor National Park.   

Designation brings certain duties to local planning authorities:

◆ to formulate and publish from time to time proposals for the 
preservation and enhancement of Conservation Areas and submit 
them for consideration to a public meeting in the area to which 
they relate (Section 71)

◆ in exercising their planning powers, to pay special attention to the 
desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance 
of the Conservation Areas (Section 72).

Conservation Area Appraisals aim to define and analyse the
special interest which constitutes the character and appearance of a place.  
It is these qualities which warrant the designation of a Conservation Area.

An appraisal will provide a sound basis, defensible on appeal, for
Development Plan policies and development control decisions.  It can also
form the groundwork for a subsequent Conservation Area study, which
will contain defined issues, proposals and policies for the conservation and
enhancement of the area.  The study may form supplementary planning
guidance to the local Development Plan.  It is also intended that the
document will be helpful to those involved in drawing up Enhancement
Projects and Village Design Statements within the National Park area. 

The main function of the Conservation Area Appraisal is to
enable Dartmoor National Park Authority and the community 
to relate planning proposals to the Conservation Area.

Defining the character of an area is not a straightforward exercise and it
is impossible to reach a truly objective view.  The statement of character
and appearance in this appraisal is based on various detailed methods of
analysis recommended by English Heritage.  Various different qualities 
are looked at including: historical development, building materials, and
relationships between built and open spaces.  However, appraisals are not
intended to be fully comprehensive and any omission does not imply that
something is of no interest. 
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