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Welcome to the sixth Dartmoor Biodiversity Newsletter,
an annual update to the wide range of initiatives and
activities carried out by individuals and organisations
to protect and enhance Dartmoor’s wildlife.

Seven years have passed since Action for Wildlife:

The Dartmoor Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) was
launched as a ten year plan. In 2007, a review of the
Habitat and Species Action Plans within the BAP was
carried out and completed targets were highlighted.
Additional targets and actions were added to the plan
that now runs to 2016. The updated BAP can be found
on the Dartmoor National Park Authority (DNPA) web
site under Looking After/ Natural Environment/ Ecology
and Wildlife Conservation/ Biodiversity.

The newly produced Dartmoor National Park
Management Plan which covers the next 5 years has
five main goals under the Habitats and Wildlife section
which were derived from the revised Dartmoor BAP.
These include one to reach 80% of the targets set in
the Action Plans, representing a major challenge to
improve on the 66.5% of targets reached

by the Biodiversity Partnership in
the first 5 years of the BAP.

Analysis of actions due to be carried out in 2007
showed that 284 out of the total 289 due to be
achieved in 2007 were either underway or completed
- an impressive 98.2%.



s Two Moors Threatened Butterfly
@l| Project - habitat management
to save butterflies

Anja Borsje, Butterfly Conservation

Thanks to the help of many landowners and
land managers, the Two Moors Threatened
Butterfly Project has made excellent progress
over the past year. More than 5km of
fencing has been erected to improve grazing
management of crucial sites, and scrub
management has been carried out on 22 sites.

Many landowners are managing the grazing
for the Marsh Fritillary butterfly, which has
no doubt resulted in the good numbers of
this species this year, in spite of the poor
summer weather.

An event in September showed landowners the caterpillar
webs of this beautiful butterfly and gave the Project Officer the
chance to thank many of the landowners whose help has

been invaluable for the progress of the project.

The European Habitats
Directive - Protecting

Salmon on Dartmoor
Emma Herrera, Environment Agency

Key
Wildlife
Action

In 2002 the Environment Agency (EA) started
reviewing all permissions that could have a negative
effect on the Dartmoor Special Area of Conservation,
a statutory requirement under the European Habitats
Directive. 6,529 discharge consents, abstraction licences,
waste management licences and authorised emissions to air
that could potentially affect the SAC were identified.

key stakeholders and narrowed down the number of permissions under investigation to

34 abstraction licences, which prevent salmon reaching the SAC and have a serious impact
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'. Since 2002 EA have worked with Natural England, DNPA, permission holders and other
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During 2007-2009 EA will carry out the final stage of our review and, if necessary, the

amount of water that licence holders can abstract will be varied. Any modifications to
p licences will be proportionate to the risk represented.

e For more information please contact Emma Herrera, EA Regional Habitats Directive
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e Coordinator: emma.herrera@environment-agency.gov.uk
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IS\ Action for Wildlife in the .

P t
# Ap $/ Walkham Valley
d Cate Jackson, Action for Wildlife Project

Action for Wildlife (AFW) continues to work closely with the local
community in the Walkham Valley on Dartmoor Natural Networks
(DNN), a landscape-scale initiative to encourage local people to take
part in enhancing the biodiversity of the area. The Walkham Valley
Dormouse Project was the first project to be taken forward as part of DNN. At the time,
there were few records of dormice in the Valley despite the presence of mature hedgerows
linking with ancient woodland along the River Walkham.

Action for Wlldllfe

The Dartmoor
Biodiversity Project

During 2007 dormouse nut-hunt surveys, undertaken by local people, confirmed the presence
of dormice. A workshop was held in the autumn aimed at local farmers, landowners and
land managers to promote sensitive hedgerow and woodland management to benefit
dormice and other wildlife. A circular saw demonstration highlighted the option of
hedgerow trimming every 2-3 years or less, to allow hedgerow species to flower, fruit

and grow taller, with benefits to wildlife. This encouragement is backed °
up by a small grant fund to help farmers with initial extra costs.

It is hoped that in 2008 DNN will gather further momentum,
with the continuation of the Dormouse Project and
264 introduction of a Haymeadow Project.
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Fly by night

Wildlife Miriam Glendell, D
Action

High altitude conservation

Simon Bates, Natural England and Richard Knott,
Dartmoor National Park Authority

Key
Wildlife
Action

In summer 2007 a |
of the barbastelle bat on D
Woodland Trust, with fundi
of one of Britain’s rarest me
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e In autumn 2007 staff from DNPA and Natural England (NE)
: put in twenty stock exclosures at Black-Tor-Copse National
e Nature Reserve. An outbreak of honey fungus had killed a
: number of oaks and, despite stock reductions on Okehampton
e Common, tree regeneration was not occurring. In September
: the chaps from RNAS Yeovilton flew in the posts and netting
° to the site, where ‘drivalls’ and hammers were waiting.
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A PhD student from Bristol
Dartmoor river valleys durir
bats in the Bovey Valley anc
and in Dendles Wood Natio

In his Guide to Dartmoor, William Crossing refers to
"documentary evidence ... showing that the wood was once

Only a few barbastelle bree
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o very much more extensive than at present; it probably stretched and holes in damaged and
° from the Island of Rocks into the forest [of Dartmoor]*. playback the bats’ calls and
o Hopefully, this work will ensure that the woodland continues . them in remote woods and
A to regenerate into the future. Thanks go to the Duchy of Cornwall, ¢,
° DNPA Conservation Works Team, NE and Prince’s Trust volunteers, ° The research will continue t
A and Lt. Col. (Retd) Tony Clark. P to secure the bat’s future.



Woodland

mywall Restoring Ancient Woodland Sites .

AFfI‘ai‘r’]” Richard Knott, Dartmoor National Park Authority
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One quarter of Dartmoor’s ancient woodland sites have in the past been planted with conifers. ',
Pockets of valuable wildlife and archaeological features often survive amongst the conifers. '.
The Restoring Ancient Woodlands (RAW) Project is helping to safeguard these features and encourage the °
[
expansion of native woodland habitat. Grants totalling £40,000 have been awarded by the project °
to owners for work in 2008. It is expected that these one-off grants will be the catalyst for a long-term :
commitment to restoration, funded through the Forestry Commission’s English Woodland Grant Scheme. :
.
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Ancient woodland remnants, such as a patch of woodland flora or a veteran tree, will not survive
for long under the conifers’ heavy shade. The first stage of

Plantation on Ancient Woodland Site restoration is to find these Hyaro W°°ds©Ad,,an
remnants and deal with the threat. This might mean removing ;
conifers around a veteran tree. Having secured the ancient
remnants, the whole site can be gradually re-structured to
a more natural species composition.

° The RAW Project is a partnership between Dartmoor
e National Park Authority, Forestry Commission,
Natural England and the Woodland Trust.

Key
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Climate Change

on Dartmoor
Adrian Colston, The National Trust

with the barbastelles
artmoor National Park Authority
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0. The National Trust has recently

e Calculated its carbon footprint on

'. Dartmoor, where it manages around

research project to look into the distribution, numbers and feeding habits e 2,600 hgctares of land and is

artmoor was set up by a partnership of DNPA, the National Trust and the o producing around 540 tonnes of

ng from SITA Enhancing Nature Fund, to shed more light on the ecology o CO; peryear. How do we make

xmmals. : substantial cuts to this footprint?
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University trapped and tracked these elusive creatures in wooded

1g the summer, discovering a thriving breeding colony of barbastelle
1 confirming the presence of two breeding colonies in the Dart Valley
nal Nature Reserve, respectively.

Currently, two hydro-electric
projects are in preparation and

o Once operating, they will cut

e National Trust emissions by

ding colonies are known in England and Wales. Until recently, it has o 55 tonnes of CO, per year. In

ch barbastelles’ habits, as they roost under peeling bark and in splits L addition we are investigating how
Jead trees. However, new technology involving acoustic lures that e We might utilise our 1,000 hectares
attract them into nets was used, thus enabling researchers to catch o of woodland to provide woodchip

follow them on their nightly forays. e heating at Castle Drogo. Replacing the
o oil fired boiler system with a woodchip
his year and will be followed by practical conservation action ®  version would save a further 220 tonnes

- of CO, per year.



2007 R,
News in brief .

Over 50 people joined DNPA guides on four public guided
haymeadow walks in June and July 2007. The walks helped
people to appreciate the beauty and richness of two of the
best Dartmoor haymeadows around Postbridge, and were
ended with a superb cream tea. Look out for further natural
history walks in the DNPA guided walks programme this year.

DNPA and the Devon Biodiversity Records Centre are assessing
existing survey information for known sites with high quality
habitat on in-bye land. The aim is to identity which ones would
qualify for designation as County Wildlife Sites. This will help to
complete the County-wide suite and enable better targeting of
agri-environment schemes and future monitoring. Landowner consent
will be sought before any designation is proposed and the process should be °
completed by summer 2008. "
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Monitoring of the three Dartmoor southern damselfly colonies continued
throughout 2007. Last summers’ poor weather may have been responsible for
the reduced number of adults seen when compared to the record year of 2006,
but numbers of larvae were higher than ever at all sites, suggesting a bumper
year in 2008 (weather permitting!). Ongoing management work of grazing,
scrub control and ditch maintenance have continued at all three sites.

Over the past 6 years, following the production of the Dartmoor Species Action
Plan for flax-leaved St. John’s-wort, much management of gorse and other

invading shrubs has taken place at key sites. Monitoring of numbers by DNPA
and Devon Wildlife Trust in 2007 at 8 of the best areas showed that this work is being
successful in maintaining the populations that were first recorded systematically in 1994.

In 2006, a nationwide survey recorded a 52% increase in the number of
Dartford warblers since the previous survey in 1994. This is likely to be due to
heathland management and milder winters. In Devon, a rise of 30% to

232 territories was recorded, of which 52 territories were within Dartmoor
National Park, compared to just four in 1994.

Yellowmead and Reddaford farms are two of the now redundant farmsteads
which form part of the military training estate at Willsworthy. The MOD have
commissioned a survey and interviews with people related to the previous
occupants to produce a social history of the farm. In 1993 walls and

hedge banks were made stock proof and now, the MOD has fenced

off an additional area of formerly rough grazing to control the
grazing and provide the correct habitat for the keeled skimmer
dragonfly to re-colonise. The farm is accessible from Lane End
and, providing the red flags are not flying, visitors are welcome.

A Carbon PhD has started at the University of Plymouth,
investigating the peat bogs of Dartmoor and the manner in
which carbon is stored and released from these upland soils.
Dartmoor’s organic soils are an important carbon store.
Understanding the processes of carbon sequestration and the
link to human management will help formulate management
policies to maintain Dartmoor as a carbon sink in a changing
climate. The project is co-supervised by the University of

Exeter and is funded by the Duchy of Cornwall, °
Natural England, DNPA and the National Trust. o®







