
Public Rights of Way
Dartmoor Factsheet

The second purpose of National Parks as
stated in the Environment Act 1995 is 'to
promote opportunities for the understanding
and enjoyment of the special qualities of the
National Parks by the public'.  One of the
many ways that the public can enjoy the
National Parks is by the use of the access 
land and the extensive Public Rights of Way
(PRoW) network.

Each PRoW is recorded on the Definitive
Map which is maintained by Devon County 
Council.  A copy is held at the National Park’s
Authority’s main offices.  This map is available
to the general public to view along with a
written description of each route.  Each PRoW
is recorded by parish and type and each 
given a unique number, e.g. Buckland
Monachorum FP21.

The Dartmoor National Park Authority (NPA)
has negotiated with the Highway Authority 
of Devon County Council (DCC), to take on 
the responsibility for the maintenance of 
most of the PRoW network that is within 
the National Park.  As from 1 April 2006 the
County Council gives £50,000 p.a. to help
offset PRoW maintence costs.

The PRoW network is managed and
maintained by the Ranger Service.  This work
involves surveying, signing, construction and
repair of furniture (e.g. gates, stiles and
bridges), erosion repair, vegetation control,
and negotiation with landowners about
changes to the network.

There are three types of PRoW that are
managed by the National Park.  They are all
highways in law and anyone may use a right
of way at any time just as they would on any
other highway:-
◆ if the highway is a footpath it may be 

used only for walking
◆ if the highway is a bridleway it may be 

used for riding or leading a horse, 
as well as for walking.  

Cycling is permitted providing cyclists give 
way to riders and walkers.

◆ a Byway Open to all Traffic (BOAT) is a 
highway that is used by the public mainly 
for walking, riding horses or cycling, but 
over which there is also a right to use any 
kind of wheeled vehicle.

There are also permissive paths.  A landowner
may permit the public to use other paths or
tracks over his/ her land with the intention
that it should not become a PRoW.  Often
there will be a notice at either end of the
route explaining the conditions the landowner
has set.  You may find that the owner closes
the path at certain times or restricts use to
daylight hours or insists that dogs must be 
on a lead.

The different kinds of PRoW can be traced on
the most up-to-date Ordnance Survey maps
especially the 1:50,000 and the 1:25,000 scales.

Management of the  PRoW network takes 
up a large proportion of the National 
Park Ranger Service's time and resources.  
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Type

Footpath (FP) 
Bridleway (BW) 
Byway Open to All
Traffic (BOAT) 

Totals 

Length
km

354.2
354.3

18.9

727.4

No.  of
paths

467
271

28

766

Structure (2005-2006)

Stiles 

Gates

Signs

Stepping Stones (sets) 

Bridges 

No.

788

1,389

1,821

31

257 

On average, each Ranger may spend up to
half of his/her time on PRoW management.
There is an annual budget of approximately
£87,000 (2005-2006) to spend on materials
(e.g. wood, iron work, bridge kits), contractors
and signs.  The Ranger Service also uses a
large number of volunteers (from schools, 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme,
military and the Dartmoor National Park
Authority Voluntary Warden Scheme) in the
practical management of the PRoW network.

A computerised Geographical Information
System (GIS) is used to help manage the PRoW
network.  This has involved the detailed
surveying of all the routes, recording the
location of all the field furniture, land
ownership and path surface type and
condition.  This information is updated each
year, along with records of complaints and
maintenance work that has been undertaken. 

The Ranger Service has to decide the most
effective way of solving any given problem 
on a PRoW with the resources available.  
It therefore uses different sources of labour
which have varying skill levels to suit the task:- 

◆ Rangers and Volunteers:
clear vegetation; construct and maintain 
field furniture; survey and carry out 
minor surface repairs.

◆ The Conservation Works Team:
installs stepping stones; carries out 
major surface repairs and repair works 
in archaeologically and ecologically 
sensitive areas.

◆ Contractors:
contract large bridges and carry out 
major surface erosion repairs and 
vegetation clearance.

Facts and Figures (2005-2006)

There are 753 PRoW within the Dartmoor
National Park.  This figure does not include
permissive routes.

Funding (2005-2006)

Dartmoor National Park Authority:

Gross Expenditure: £5,643,000
Public Rights of Way Expenditure: £87,000
(This does not include travel and salaries)

Open Access

In areas where there is open access, 
generally you do not have to stay on
footpaths, bridleways or other rights of way.
The public has legal open access to about
47,400 hectares of Dartmoor.  Of this total,
public access on foot (and horseback) to the
Dartmoor commons, extending for some
35,200 hectares, was secured under the
Dartmoor Commons Act 1985.  A further 
5,200 hectares is access on foot made by
agreement between the National Park
Authority and a number of landowners/
occupiers. New walking rights on Dartmoor
specifically arising from the Countryside and
Rights of Way Act 2000, as from 28 August
2005, extend to approximately 7,000 hectares. 

There are other areas in the National Park
where the public has permitted open access,
for example Forestry Commission woodlands
and some National Trust land. Local on the
ground information is usually provided to
help people identify and explore such areas. 




