
The aim of Powdermills Pottery is to hand-make pots using
materials found on or around Dartmoor.

Clay
Over time, Dartmoor granite has eroded to form many different
types of clays.  These are found in abundance around the moor.  
The raw clays are dried, mixed, pulverised and watered down to
a cream.  The clay slop is sieved, poured into drying beds and
left to dry to the right consistency for making pots.  

Making
At Powdermills Pottery pots are made for everyday use: 
oven-ware, tableware, and for the garden.  The majority of pots
are made on the potter’s wheel.  The wheels are powered either
by foot or electricity.

Glazes
Examples of materials used to make glaze include wood ash, 
clay, granite, limestone and growan.  Glaze ingredients are 
milled to a very fine powder, mixed to recipe, watered to a creamy
consistency and sieved.  Glazes are applied to the pots by pouring,
dipping or brushing.  A glaze recipe is found through methodical
tests - and by trial-and-error.

Firing
Powdermills pots are fired in a wood-fuelled kiln.  The firing lasts
approximately eighty-five hours, and needs a crew of at least
three people working in four-hour shifts around the clock.
The kiln design and long firing time encourages wood ash to settle
on the surface of the pots inside the kiln.  The kiln reaches a 
top temperature of 1300c.  At these high temperatures the wood
reacts with the clay to form a glass or glaze.  This, together 
with the action of flame and embers on the clay, gives the surface
colours and textures.  If you take a Powdermills pot home, 
you will be taking a little piece of the moor home with you.  
Powdermills is run by a husband and wife team who are happy
to show you around.  We cannot guarantee that you will see
pots actually being made during your visit, but there 
are always plenty of beautiful pots to see and buy.

Powdermills Pottery, Postbridge, Devon
Tel: (01822) 880263  
www.powdermillspottery.com
Open daily 10am-5pm  

www.dartmoor-npa.gov.uk

D a r t m o o r C r a f t s
C l a y

Powdermills  Pottery
A Dartmoor Pottery

Powdermills Pottery © DNPA

Loading the kiln © DNPA

A successful firing © DNPA

A selection of Joss Hibbs pottery © DNPA




