
5 The overall funding that could be made available for successful programmes is 
unknown at this stage. It will be influenced by the number of successful bids and the 
nature of those bids. However it is likely that this will be in excess of £300,000 per 
annum for six years. The assistance for Dartmoor communities could therefore be 
significant and members support for the ongoing work to prepare the expression of 
interest is sought. 

 
6 Implications for People in Under-represented Groups 
 
 A bid, if ultimately successful, would lead to additional funds being made available in 

the Dartmoor area and in view of the key themes of the programme, this funding 
would indirectly and in some cases directly assist people in under represented 
groups. 

 
 
   CHRIS FRANCE  
 
 
 
 
Background Papers 
 

• Local Action : Guide for applicants –South West Regional Development Agency 
2007  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(For further information please contact – Phil Markham, Head of Forward Planning and Community Service)  
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NPA/07/080 
DARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  

 
2 November 2007 

 
GRANT AID FOR REPLACEMENT TIMBER WINDOWS, THE OLD SCHOOL 

COMMUNITY CENTRE, SOUTH BRENT 
 

Report of the Director of Planning & Sustainable Development 
 
 
Recommendation : That, grant aid of £4,604 be offered towards the costs of 10 new 
timber windows, or £460 per window for a lesser scheme, subject to the Authority’s 
prior approval of the timber finish, the funding to be taken from the Enhancement 
and Community budget.    
 
1 The Old School Community Centre is a large Victorian granite and slate building, 

sitting in the heart of South Brent Conservation Area.  The building was made 
redundant back in 1997, when the primary school moved to a new modern site.  It 
was then purchased by the village for community use, following considerable fund 
raising.   

 
2 It is now a flourishing, self supporting community and education centre, providing a 

wide range of new opportunities for learning, gaining skills and social activity.  It 
hosts a community library, computer suite and a local play group as well as providing 
accommodation for a wide range of adult education courses and community 
activities.   

 
3 In 1999, the Authority contributed £5,000 towards the overall renovation and 

conversion costs of the building, which amounted to around £100,000.   More 
recently smaller grants totaling £4,115 have also been given to support the 
conversion and renovation of the old school house to become an advice centre and 
to enable the use of further outbuildings and courtyard by the playgroup.  These 
grants have allowed these works to be carried out in a sympathetic manner using 
quality materials and thereby ensuring that the character of the Old School and the 
Conservation Area have been enhanced. 

 
4 While significant improvements were carried out during the original renovation work, 

it was recognised that some elements, particularly the windows would require further 
work in due course.  The ever increasing cost of energy matched with the increasing 
use of the building has made the need for weather proof and sound windows all the 
more pressing.  Two of the windows are unsafe and require immediate replacement.   
The cost of replacing all 10 failing windows with new double glazed timber units 
amounts to £24,240.  The proposed design and materials will ensure the architectural 
integrity of the building is maintained and also significantly improve energy 
conservation. 

 



5 While it is hoped to secure funding to carry out all the works, if there is a short fall a 
lesser scheme may need to be pursued.  It is suggested that an offer of grant aid be 
made on a per window basis, to allow flexibility while retaining value for money. 

 
6 Implications for People in Under-represented Groups 
 
 The community centre provides affordable support to those who are rurally isolated 

and those that are economically disadvantaged.  Enabling access to a wide range 
of services including education, advice and support.  It promotes community 
cohesion by enabling social inclusion at a locality level. 

 
         CHRIS FRANCE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Background papers 

 
• Community and Enhancement Grant Application form 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(For further information contact – Jo Rumble, Senior Planning Officer Community) 
 
 
jr 1107r Timber Windows The Old School, South Brent.doc 



 NPA/07/081 
 
 

DARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK PLANNING AUTHORITY 
 

2 November 2007 
 

TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS – NORTH CLOBELLS, SOUTH BRENT : BITTAFORD 
WOOD CARAVAN PARK AND SECTION 211 NOTIFICATIONS 

(WORKS TO TREES IN CONSERVATION AREAS) 
DETERMINED UNDER DELEGATED POWERS 

 
 
Report of the Director of Park Management  
 
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER – NORTH CLOBELLS, SOUTH BRENT 
 
Recommendation : That the Order be confirmed as made. 
 
 
1  The National Park Authority made a provisional Tree Preservation Order (TPO) on 7 June 

2007 under delegated powers to protect a mature oak tree growing at the northern end of 
Clobells Estate, South Brent.  The Order was made following a request from the Parish 
Council to protect the tree. 

 
2 The tree is growing on a small triangle of land between two properties.  It is not clear who 

owns the land and the Parish Council were concerned that the land was going to be 
incorporated into an adjacent garden.  It was also suggested that the tree would be cut 
back to obtain a better view  from one of the properties.  Considering the high amenity 
value offered by the tree and the potential threat to it, it was considered expedient to 
protect it with a TPO. 

 
3 The oak tree is a magnificent specimen, it is in good health, has a long life expectancy and 

has high public amenity value. 
 
4 Since making the Order the Authority has received no objections to the Order. 
 
5 Having made a provisional TPO the Authority has a number of options to either: 
 
  (i) confirm the Order as made: 
  (ii) modify the Order and confirm the modified Order; or 
  (iii) not confirm the order. 
 
Considering the high amenity value of the tree it is recommended to confirm the Order as made. 
 
Recommendation : That the decisions be noted. 
 
South Hams District 
 
Ref : 27/12/4/150  Bittaford Wood Caravan Park SX 6670 5665 

 
Application to crown lift two mature spruce, reduce the canopy of a semi-mature beech and fell 
a semi-mature oak and a semi-mature beech tree which are heavily suppressed and badly 
squirrel damaged.  The trees are growing on the edge of a woodland and the works will have 
minimal impact on the amenity of the area. 



 
Permission was granted subject to the following conditions: 
 
1 The works are carried out within two years of the date of this consent. 
 
2 Five working days’ notice to be given to the Authority prior to the commencement of 

approved works. 
 
3 All works to be carried out in accordance with BS 3998 : 1989 Recommendations for Tree 

Work 
 
SECTION 211 NOTICES DETERMINED UNDER DELEGATED POWERS 
 
West Devon Borough 
 
Ref: 27/12/3/07/9 The Coach House, Lydford SX 5098 8477 
 
Notification to fell a line of seven semi-mature cherry trees and one mature cypress.  The cherry 
are in very poor condition and the cypress is growing very close to the dwelling.  The felling will 
have minimal impact on the amenity of the area. 
 
A Tree Preservation Order has not been made. 
 
South Hams District 
 
Ref: 27/12/3/07/10 Albert House, South Brent  SX 6966 6027 
 
Notification to fell a semi-mature cherry tree.  The tree is in poor condition and is only partly 
visible.  The felling will have minimal impact on the amenity of the area. 
 
A Tree Preservation Order has not been made. 
 
Teignbridge 
 
Ref: 27/12/3/07/11   Cross Tree, Moretonhampstead  SX 7550 8604 

 
Notification to pollard a semi-mature beech.  The tree has been pollarded numerous times and 
the work will have minimal impact on the amenity of the area. 
 
A Tree Preservation Order has not been made. 
 
 
   SUZANNE GOODFELLOW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(For further information please contact Brian Beasley – Trees & Landscape Officer) 
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Attachment – Map – Clobells, South Brent 






