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Introduction

The Dartmoor Access Forum (DAF) is an advisory
body established by Dartmoor National Park
Authority in November 2002, under sections 94
and 95 of the Countryside and Rights of Way
(CRoW) Act 2000. The Forum has the primary
purpose of giving advice to the Dartmoor
National Park Authority and to the Countryside
Agency on how to make the countryside more
accessible and enjoyable for open air recreation,
in ways which address environmental, social and
economic interests. It also advises Devon County
Council and the Forestry Commission where
appropriate. Its role is to encourage and assist
access provision, giving strategic advice on issues
of particular local relevance. The Forum is
expected to improve liaison between interest
groups and to have links with other forums
which may be established. Copies of its Terms of
Reference are available from the Secretary and
can be viewed on-line on Dartmoor National Park
Authority’s web site www.dartmoor-npa.gov.uk

Membership

Dartmoor National Park Authority appoints

two of its own Members to serve on the Forum

for a twelve month term, and other individuals

representing a variety of interests for three year
terms. In accordance with Regulations and
following government guidance, the interests
represented include:

@ users of the new right of access introduced
by Part | of the CRoW Act 2000 (principally
walkers), and users of local rights of way
(for example walkers, horse riders and cyclists);

€ owners and occupiers of access land or
land crossed by local rights of way;

@ representatives of other interests especially
relevant to the Dartmoor area, such as
wildlife conservation, cultural heritage
conservation, tourism, sport and health,
outdoor education, the military, local
businesses and the residents of nearby
urban areas.

Alan Taylor and Tom Roskilly concluded
their term of office in December 2006.
Lady Elizabeth Kitson and Mark Bailey both
submitted applications for reappointment,
and were appointed for a further term of
three years (until December 2009).

The Chairman has expressed his appreciation
of the work done by Alan Taylor, in being
instrumental in setting up the Dartmoor
Access Forum, and carrying out the role

of Chairman until 2006.

Meetings

Meetings of the Dartmoor Access Forum are
held in public, normally on a weekday evening.
The Forum is required to meet twice a year.

In 2006 the Forum met four times, on 7 March,

6 June, 5 September and 5 December.

Papers for, and the minutes of, all meetings

are published on Dartmoor National Park
Authority’s web site www.dartmoor-npa.gov.uk
Select Visiting and then Enjoying Dartmoor,
then Local Access Forum.

The first meeting of the year appointed
Peter Harper as Chairman and Joanna Radford
as Deputy Chair.

Members received a presentation from Sarah
Blakemore (Dartmoor National Park Authority
Public Rights of Way Officer) of the draft action
plan for the Rights of Way Improvement Plan.
Members supported the plan, however they
expressed concern at the low level of

funding allocated.

The Dartmoor Access Forum supported the
Dartmoor National Park Authority’s resolution
with regard to Vixen Tor: at the meeting of
Dartmoor National Park Authority on 3 March,
the Members of the Authority resolved to -
reaffirm the Authority’s desire to re-establish
public access to Vixen Tor; to instruct the
Chief Executive (National Park Officer)

to obtain Counsel’s opinion on the extent

of further options available to the Authority,
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and to report back as soon as this advice is
available; to leave the existing offers of £1,500
per annum, together with some legal and
insurance costs, for a ten year agreement, or
to purchase the land, open to the owner; and
to seek the view of the Dartmoor Access Forum
on the issues raised in the report.

The Forum were invited to send representation
to a conference to discuss the new five year
Management Plan for Dartmoor, and have
been included in workshops which helped to
formulate the draft Dartmoor National Park
Management Plan.

Some Members of the Forum visited the Ten Tors
event at Okehampton Army Training Camp in
May and found it very interesting to see behind
the scenes of this well known event.

The Chairman attended a meeting of South
West Access Forums. Other Forums are changing
their names and at the meeting in June the
Dartmoor Local Access Forum resolved to
request a name change to the Dartmoor

Access Forum, which was later approved

by Dartmoor National Park Authority.

In June Members attended a training day
involving site visits in the Moretonhampstead
and Princetown areas. The theme of the day
looked at improving provision for all users to
access rights of way, and the various latches
and mechanisms currently being trialled to
enable walkers, riders and people with
disabilities to open gates with ease as well

as surface improvements.

The Dartmoor Access Forum were consulted

by Defra on the Outdoors for All Action Plan.
The Forum received a copy of the Devon Local
Transport Policy. Members noted that there is

a conflict between the policy to encourage more
people into the countryside and the consequent
increase in traffic, as there is often little or

no public transport provision.

In September the Chairman invited Parish
Councillors from the southern edge of

Dartmoor to attend the meeting to discuss issues
in their areas. The main concern raised was

that of increasing vegetation cover making it
difficult to access many parts of the open moor,
and Members resolved to invite a representative
from Defra to attend a future meeting to explain
the Environmentally Sensitive Area policy.

Members received a report on the
implementation and use of access land on
Dartmoor from Robert Steemson, Dartmoor
National Park Authority Head of Ranger
and Volunteer Services.

The Dartmoor Access Forum were consulted on
the application for the ‘Stairway to Heaven’
project on Haytor. The Forum Members felt
unable to support this particular application,
but endorsed the policy of making easier access
for disabled people to Dartmoor in general.

The September meeting was attended by Colin
Jones from the Countryside Agency, who outlined
the proposed changes to the organisation after
formation of Natural England.

In December the Forum had an opportunity
to discuss Environmentally Sensitive Area policy
with Andy Guy from Natural England and
Norman Baldock, Dartmoor National Park
Authority Ecologist. It was felt that agencies
need to work more closely together in the
future to ensure all interests are covered in
the management of the vegetation cover

on the moor, and that Dartmoor National
Park Authority should be encouraged to
facilitate this.

Members were updated on diversions and
changes to rights of way by Sarah Blakemore
(Dartmoor National Park Authority Public
Rights of Way Officer).
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