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... Time destroys
His Statues, and his columns, and his domes,
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Flings his triumphant arches to the ground,
And gnaws the names of heroes and of kings,

And gnaws the names of heroes and of kings,
E’en from the marble tablet . . .

. . . while here, unhurt -
Wed almost to eternity - secure

In their own strength, proud baffling all the rage
Of the defeated elements, and all

The ceaseless injuries of time - remain
The columns of the wilderness.

NT Carrington,
from Dartmoor a Descriptive Poem, 1826
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